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SECOND SUNDAY IN FEBRUARY
World Marriage Day Celebration Planning Package
It is now time to begin planning for (WMD) World Marriage Day.  Your local or parish community can celebrate the day any way you wish.  You may have a tradition of parades, picnics and celebrations at city cathedrals with television news coverage.  Or your community may simply send our suggested World Marriage Day liturgy to all of your local pastors encouraging individual parish celebrations and have an article in the local newspaper. If you’ve never had a World Marriage Day celebration, please make this your first annual celebration.  Whatever you do will bring the goodness of marriage to center stage for one important day.  

All Diocesan Family Life Offices and all Bishops have received a letter directing them to the WMD Website and you may want to coordinate a Diocesan Celebration with them.

Your package of materials to help make your WMD special for your community includes:

· A World Marriage Day overview cover sheet

· A Job Description for the Local WMD Coordinators

· Ideas and Suggestions for Making Your WMD the Best Ever

· Let the Press Help You - Ideas on working with the media

· World Marriage Day Feedback form

· Reproducible letterhead and press release masthead

Please download the following items from the World Marriage Day Web site:  wmd.wwme.org
· WMD: Clergy/Family Life Package which includes a sample prayer service, sample renewal of vows, and liturgical aids for  celebration of the Sunday Mass. 

· Couple Married Longest Contest for Your Local Area.
· A “Prayer for our Marriage” that can be provided to Married Couples at WMD Celebrations.  Local inviting information can be printed on the on the back of the prayer cards.

Best wishes for a successful and blessed World Marriage Day.  We look forward to receiving your feedback form and hearing about your activities and events.  
Worldwide Marriage Encounter

North American World Marriage Day/ World Priest Day

Ecclesial Team

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (www.usccb.org) has put more emphasis on the importance of the Sacrament of Matrimony recently through the “foryourmarriage.org” website. We also offer several suggestions for celebrating World Marriage Day on this website. Please review the information on the site and use whatever fits your needs. Click here to download your World Marriage Day Clergy/Family Life Package and the Celebration Planning Package. All will provide help and ideas for you. 

For more information or questions please call us or contact us via email.
Love ♥ Hugs
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World Marriage Day

Second Sunday in February

Sponsored by Worldwide Marriage Encounter

AN OVERVIEW
Statement of Purpose
World Marriage Day honors husband and wife as head of the family, the basic unit of society. It salutes the beauty of their faithfulness, sacrifice and joy in daily married life.

 

History:
The idea of celebrating marriage began in Baton Rouge, La., in 1981, when couples encouraged the mayor, the governor and the Bishop to proclaim St. Valentines Day as "We Believe in Marriage Day".  The event was so successful; the idea was presented to and adopted by Worldwide Marriage Encounter's National Leadership.

By 1982, 43 Governors officially proclaimed the day and celebrations spread to U.S. military bases in several foreign countries.  In 1983, the name was changed to "World Marriage Day", designated to be celebrated each year on the second Sunday in February.  WMD celebrations continue to grow and spread to more countries and faith expressions every year.

Theme:
The Theme for WMD has been permanently adopted as "Love One Another".  This phrase is the commandment given us by Jesus in John 14.  It speaks to us in a simple but challenging way of how our Heavenly Father wishes us to live.  Loving one another is a daily decision - simple, but challenging.

Prayer:
"Father, as we prepare for WMD, we thank you for your tremendous gift of the Sacrament of Marriage.  Help us to witness to its glory by a life of growing intimacy. Teach us the beauty of forgiveness so we may become more and more One in Heart, Mind and Body.  Strengthen our dialogue and help us become living signs of your love.  Make us grow more in love with the church so we may renew the Body of Christ.  Make us a sign of unity in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Brother.  Amen" ‑ Fr. Bill Dilgen, S.M.M.

JOB DESCRIPTION FOR THE

LOCAL WORLD MARRIAGE DAY COORDINATORS

1. Review and share this Coordinators’ package of materials with your area leadership, area board and other members of your Marriage Encounter community as a way to start discussion on the many possibilities for your local celebration of WMD.  Remember that WMD is for the celebration of marriages regardless of the faith expression of couples and whether or not they have been on a Marriage Encounter weekend.  In fact, inclusion of non-encountered couples in WMD events often leads them to register for a weekend.   

2. Don't try to do everything yourself.  Develop a team of enthusiastic couples as helpers to assist in the planning, preparations and staffing of any events and activities you plan for WMD.  

3. Do your WMD planning with your team. We suggest that you use the DOME planning method:

Diagnose the situation now.  What has your community done in the past?  What has worked and what hasn't?  Why did it or why did it not work?  

Objectives for the next WMD should be set.  Knowing what we have done in the past, what do we want to do this February?  Be very specific about what events you want to organize for this WMD.   

Methods of accomplishing your objectives are then listed.  Exactly "how" will we accomplish these events?  Take each event and list every activity that will have to be done to make it happen.  Go one step further and actually assign the activity to a member of your team along with a date by which it should be completed.      For example:
               Event:  A "Celebration of Marriage Day Liturgy”

	  Step 
	           Activity
	      Who?
	     By When?
	  Done?

	      1
	Contact Parish Priest
	
	  October 15
	

	      2 
	Meet with Liturgy Committee
	
	  November 5
	

	      3
	Develop Bulletin Notices
	
	  December 9
	

	      4
	Plan Reception after Mass
	
	   January 10
	


Evaluate how well you are progressing.  Each week, check on how well you and your team are doing at accomplishing all the activities necessary to pull off your planned events.  This is easier to do when you have planned it out like the above.  After WMD, evaluate the overall plan and what you will do differently next year to make your WMD celebration even better.  

4. Contact your diocesan Family Life Director to discuss the local celebration of WMD and determine the amount of cooperation and the level of support that might be available from that office. You will find most are glad to hear from you and more than willing to work with you.  They receive a letter along with a package of materials from the National WMD Team.  We often have been surprised at the number of dioceses that have included funds in their budgets to support activities of the nature of WMD.  

5. Contact your local Bishop or Archbishop about a diocesan-wide celebration of WMD.  Your Bishop has received a letter from the WMD National Ecclesial Team in addition to the one their Family Life Director received.  The letters refers the Bishop and their Family Life Offices to view the WMD website.  
6. Consider contacting local pastors about making WMD special in their individual parishes.  Give them a copy of the Sample Prayer Service and Liturgy helps.  

7. Determine your financial resources and develop a budget for your WMD events. Look beyond your Marriage Encounter community's treasury.  You may be surprised to find that your municipality budget has funds for such visible celebrations that include the entire community.  Don't be afraid to also seek corporate donations or sponsorships for things you want to do.  

8. Get involved with the media in your community -- newspapers, radio and television.  This is an excellent way to promote and publicize your WMD events.  You will find that most often the various media are open to celebrations such as WMD, especially because of its national and worldwide appeal.  They often search for news and human, interest stories pertaining to love and marriage in conjunction with Valentines Day.  Since WMD occurs so close to February 14, it makes for a perfect story.  Use the press release masthead included in this package.   

9. Use the special World Marriage Day letterhead by downloading it from the WMD Website.  Use the World Marriage Day logo for your various promotions. 

10. Get your Marriage Encounter community excited about conducting local contests associated with World Marriage Day. The “Couple Married Longest" contest can be found on the WMD web site.   
11. Download the “Prayer for our Marriage” and provide it to the married couples in your community or parish.
12. Report highlights of your community's celebrations to the WMD National Team and send along copies of photographs and newspaper articles related to your activities and events.  

13. Consider serving another year as your community's WMD Coordinators.  The experience you gain this year will be invaluable as you plan for future years.  Whether or not you decide to serve another year, consider the need for succession and begin to search for and train your replacements.  
Notes:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
IDEAS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR MAKING

YOUR WORLD MARRIAGE DAY THE BEST EVER
The following are only a few of the ideas that have been enacted over the years and should be considered as suggestions, not expectations. We hope these ideas act as a stimulus for you and your community to come up with even greater ways to celebrate World Marriage Day. Remember, celebrating WMD is one of the rare opportunities we get to share with the world the wonderful gifts that God has brought into our lives. It is another way to spread the Gospel.

Spreading the word. . . .
1.
Create and distribute a flyer with information about World Marriage Day through the Catholic schools in your diocese and other local church organizations.  Include information about the events you have planned such as a special Mass celebration, a dance for married couples, a family picnic celebrating marriage, etc.

2.
Stuff your parish bulletins with a flyer on WMD that includes a collection of parish members' statements regarding why they personally believe in marriage. Don't forget to include comments from single members, widowed members, priests and nuns.

3.
Produce and circulate a home activities brochure for parish families giving them suggested activities they can engage in on WMD and throughout the year.

4.  
Notify all of your local newspapers, radio stations and television stations about WMD and encourage 
them to join in the celebration.

Spreading the joy. . . .
5.
Assemble a video of married couples and families from your parish and show the scenes in front of the church as people arrive for Mass, as a part of the homily/sermon, a post communion meditation, or at a reception after the services.

6.
Display wedding pictures of parish members in a highly visible area, like the church foyer and include pictures of your priests' ordinations as well. Identify each person in the photo and also include dates.
7.
Share different marriage customs with the parish by having couples from different ethnic backgrounds explain customs unique to their heritage.

8.
Organize "couple" events such as bake sales, garage/yard sales, and car washes to raise money for charities - all in celebration of WMD.

Celebrating the love….

9.
Plan and promote a diocesan wide (or city wide) essay writing contest about marriage. Recognize the winners at a special event with a unique prize. It's amazing how easy it is to compile an impressive list of gift prizes that local commercial businesses are willing to donate. The bishop or local political leaders 
could be asked to present the awards. Media coverage is a possibility. Utilize your church bulletins, neighborhood and local newspapers to spread the word. Don't forget to make provisions for elementary, junior high and high school contestants. In the lower age groups you may want to make it a poster contest. Remember, when the children are involved, so are their parents.

10.
Promote a student "art show" of hand drawn pictures of their parents. 
Display the works of art in your church foyer, hall or at a reception. Be sure to recognize the artists in some way.

11.
Organize a couple and/or family bowling, skating party, swimming party, picnic, or some other event that will allow your community (encountered and non-encountered) to come together. These events could proceed or follow other WMD celebrations such as a special Mass.

12.
Reserve pews in front of your church for couples married 25, 30, 35 or 40 years or 
more and give them a certificate, flowers, or some other remembrance. Invite them to receive communion as a couple. Perhaps they could take part in the readings, processional or recessional.

13.
Request that your priest recognize married couples present at Mass by having all 
married couples stand, and then start seating them in increments of five years, until the couple married longest is left standing. After a round of applause, present that 
couple with a certificate, flowers, or a gift.

14.
Reverse the above process to recognize the newest married couple in attendance.

15.
Hold a reception for all parish members after services. Pictures of parish members' wedding ceremonies can decorate the room. Serve wedding cake and punch.  Have the couple that has been married the longest cut the cake.

16.
Organize a special afternoon Mass for your diocese to be followed by a "Sweetheart 
Dance".  Serve wedding cake and display wedding pictures.

17.
Encourage your pastor to offer the renewal of wedding vows following Mass 
on WMD for married couples who desire to stay.

18.
Encourage your Bishop to write a letter promoting marriage and family for World Marriage Day.  Reproduce the letter in all parish bulletins or encourage that it 
be read during the liturgy on WMD.

19.
Design a presentation (try PowerPoint) about the sacrament of marriage for your 
parish's CCE, RCIA, bible study, and other church sponsored educational programs. 
Present the topic sometime in the weeks leading up to WMD.

20.
Organize a parish prayer vigil for the continued growth of marriage and family 
relationships, in your parish, your community, nationally and worldwide.

21.
Encourage your pastor to relate how his parent's marriage may have played a part in his decision to enter the priesthood.

22. 
Encourage your priest to use the enclosed Sample Prayer Services & Liturgies for Masses on WMD, or to develop a special liturgy himself devoted to marriage.
23.
Check out and download the WMD Sample Prayer Service and Liturgy Helps at the World Marriage Day Web Site wmd.wwme.org  – WMD: Clergy/Family Life Package – and share it with your local Parishes and Liturgy planning committees.

Just for the Two of You ….

24. 
Sit together and look at your courtship and wedding pictures.
25.
Tell your children how you met and fell in love.

26.
Tell your spouse what you most appreciate in him/her after you say “I Love You”.

27.
Give each other a back and foot massage.

28.
Make his or her favorite meal or dessert and eat by candlelight.

29.
Write your spouse a love letter telling how much your marriage means to you.

30.
Give your spouse and yourself the gift of a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend.

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY FEEDBACK
   We know you worked hard!  Now take a few minutes to tell us what you did. 
   Marriage Encounter Faith Expression:__________________  Section No._____               

   City:__________________     State:______    Country:____________________                                             

   Your Name:_________________________________________________________________     
   Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________________   
   City:_____________________________       State:______   Zip Code:___________________   
   E‑mail:____________________________________   Phone (optional):___________________ 
   Fax (optional):______________________________                                                

   For which previous years have you been involved in planning World Marriage Day events?

   A brief description of the things you did to celebrate World Marriage Day: 

A brief description of the media coverage you received for World Marriage Day and our celebration 
events (include newspapers, magazines, radio, television, newsletters, church bulletins): 

</div><div align="left">Please send copies of news articles, photos and any other coverage of WMD or events.</div><div align="left">
Tell us what you think of the World Marriage Day planning materials that you received: 
  (Rating of 1 to 10:  1 = poor and 10 = excellent)
</div><div align="left">
Timeliness:_____  Appearance:______  Format:______  Informative:______  Supportive:_____             

  Comments: 

What else would help you in your planning
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